
DATE:   November 15, 2005 
THE NIAGARA ESCARPMENT PLAN AMENDMENT PROCESS 

(Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act, as amended February 2005 
 

1 PROPOSED AMENDMENT SUBMITTED BY NEC, MINISTER, 
OR THROUGH NIAGARA ESCARPMENT COMMISSION 

(NEC), BY ANY PERSON OR PUBLIC BODY  

 

 
 NEC DETERMINES IF THE PROPOSED 

AMENDMENT APPLICATION IS TO 
REDESIGNATE LANDS TO MINOR 

URBAN CENTRE, URBAN AREA OR 
ESCARPMENT RECREATION AREA OR 

TO PERMIT AN URBAN USE 
  NEC DETERMINES IF APPLICATION SHOULD BE 

RECOMMENDED FOR REFUSAL BECAUSE FRIVOLOUS, 
WITHOUT JUSTIFICATION OR MERIT, VEXATIOUS, NOT IN 

PUBLIC INTEREST, ETC. 
 

 IF URBAN USE OR DESIGANTION 
PROPOSED 

 
 FILE CLOSED 4 

 
NEC RECOMMENDS REFUSAL 

TO MINISTER 
 NEC COMMENCES 

AMENDMENT PROCEDURE 
 

 NOTES: 

1MINISTER 
CONCURS 

 MINISTER DOES 
NOT CONCUR 

 

MINISTER IN ALL CLASSES, IS THE 
MINISTER OF NATURAL 

RESOURCES. 
 2

MINISTER INFORMS 
APPLICANT 

NOTICE TO: 
MUNICIPALITIES, 

MINISTRIES, NEWSPAPERS, 
AGENCIES AND 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE(S)  
AN EXTENSION TO THE TIME LIMIT 

MAY BE GRANTED BY THE NEC 

  3
2  

DECISIONS FINAL 
APPLICANT GIVEN MINIMUM OF 15 DAY  S
TO MAKE WRITTEN REPRESENTATION 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS TO NEC 
WITHIN 60 DAYS OF NOTICE  

         

  
 

MINISTER CONSIDERS 
WRITTEN REPRESENTATION 

 REVIEW OF COMMENTS AND 
ADOPTION OF POSITION BY 

COMMISSIION 

 

 
MINISTER 

CONFIRMS 
DECISION 

 MINISTER DOES 
NOT CONFIRM 

 

 

AMENDMENT REFUSED 3  

 

 
NO HEARING HEARING 

IF NO OBJECTIONS ARE 
RECEIVED, AND NEC 

SUPPORTS AMENDMENT, NEC 
MAY MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 

DIRECTLY TO MINISTER 

IF OBJECTIONS ARE 
RECEIVED, OR NEC DOES NOT 

SUPPORT AMENDMENT, 
OR ELECTS TO HAVE 

A HEARING 
  

NEC APPOINTS 
HEARING OFFICER(S)   (H.O.) 

 

NEC RECOMMENDATION 
AVAILABLE AT 

OFFICES OF MINISTER, 
MUNICIPALITIES, AND NEC NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

  

 
 
 
 

MINISTER 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

 
2 MINISTER’S 

RECOMMENDATION 
IS CONSISTENT WITH 

NEC RECOMMENDATION 

REPORT OF HEARING 
OFFICER(S) TO MINISTER AND 

NEC WITHIN 60 DAYS 
FOLLOWING HEARING  

  
3

MINISTER’S 
RECOMMENDATION IS 

INCONSISTENT WITH NEC 
RECOMMENDATION, OR 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
IN COUNCIL (CABINET) 

REQUIRES MINISTER TO 
SUBMIT AMENDMENT 

WITH RECOMMENDATION 

 

MINISTER APPROVES OR 
APPROVES AMENDMENT 

WITH MODIFICATIONS  

 

NEC REVIW OF H.O. REPORT AND 
RECOMMENDATION ON REPORT TO 

MINISTER 

 

 
3 CABINET REFUSES, 

APPROVES, OR 
APPROVES 

AMENDMENT 
WITH MODIFICATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 
REPORT OF H.O. AND 

NEC RECOMMENDATION 
AVAILABLE AT 

OFFICES OF MINISTER, 
MUNICIPALITIES, AND NEC 

 

 
 MINISTER’S 

RECOMMENDATION 
CONSISTENT 

WITH H.O. AND NEC 

 MINISTER’S 
RECOMMENDATION 

INCONSISTENT 
WITH H.O. 

 MINISTER’S 
RECOMMENDATION 
INCONSISTENT WITH 

RECOMMENDATION OF 
NEC 

 
CABINET DOES NOT 

REQUIRE MINISTER TO 
SUBMIT AMENDMENT 

WITH RECOMMENDATION 

 CABINET 
REQUIRES MINISTER 

TO SUBMIT AMENDMENT 
WITH RECOMMENDATION 

 PUBLIC NOTICE ALLOWING 
WRITTEN REPRESENTATIONS 

TO CABINET 
WITHIN 21 DAYS 

 

 
3 3 MINISTER REFUSES, 

APPROVES, OR 
APPROVES AMENDMENT 
WITH MODIFICATIONS  

 CABINET REFUSES, 
APPROVES, OR 

APPROVES AMENDMENT 
WITH MODIFICATIONS  
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